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RULES OF THE TEMPLARS

he Templars rules were bosed on the concepts
T-::dnp1ed at the Council of Troyes by Hugh of
Payns.

They were clearly bosed on religious ideals, by the

ideology of Saint Bernard of Cloirvoux and the

Cistercian monks.

It i= @ meticulous text reling every religious and mil

itary aspect of the brotherhood. It is also comple-

mented by o number of hierarchical statstes that

are discussed loter. Ower the proceeding 150

years, the text continually evolved, finally reaching

over 800 articles.

The Templar rules did not allow any members free-

dom of initiative.

This gave cohesiveness to the troops, ond was

something complately innovative to any Christian

army of the time, where each knight did everything
according to his own criteria.

The monastic vow of obedience gove the Order a

religious choracter. Any misconduct or insubordi-

nation was seen as a sin in the Templar's mind.

Among their multiple articles and dispositions, can

be emphasized the following:

- Movices were first accepted for o probotionary
period. IF the Grond Master and the Brothers
were pleased, he wos allowed to express his
aspiration “with a pure heart” before the Council
of the Brotherhood.

- There were two types af council. The General
Council, where all important matters were decid-
ad, including the election of the Grond Masters,
and the Ordinary Council, held weekly if there
were more than four brothers.

- All knights should eat in the refectory in silence
whilst listening to the Holy Texts

- Mo children were ollowed in the Order

- The dress code was strict in every aspect. It hod
to be austere and funclional, excluding any kind
of jewelry, gold or silver ornaments.

- The Grand Master controlled all of the Brother's
goods, and he exercised maximum authoriby

ower the Cirder

- If cne of the members was sick, he could be

The order's seal, showing two knights on a single
horse.

There were two chaplers:
General, for Important marters and Ordinary for the
aaily life.

The Church blessed the swords and the killing of
Muslims.

relieved of oftending religious ceremonies,
though still attending daily prays. They were
attended to in separate hospitals.

- Hunting and archery were forbiddan. The anly
animal allowed to ba hunted was the lion {I).

- Without the Grand Master's consent, no one was
allowed ta have a bag [purse) or a locked chest;
nor were they allowed mail from relatives or any
ather person.

- When a Brother committed a small misde-
meanour, as when falking in combat or in any
ather circumstance, he hod to personally present
himself before the Grand Master and beg for
penance.

If the misdemeanor was oo big, he wos ban-
ished from the company while waiting for the
Grond Master’s decision.

- If the foult was serious, and the Brother in ques-
tion expressed no regret, he was banished from
the rest of the group “the pious catle® ie. “We

must banish the immoral from the growp®

- “Indulgence should not be bigger than the fault
itself nor the penishment smaller that make the
sinner ho repeat the fault”

- The Order wos considered as something born
from the Holy Scriptures and the Divine
Providence in the Holy Land. For that reason,
they could kill any enemy of the Cross without
commilting a sin. They could keep land and
slaves, villains and fields and rvle them in jus-
fice.

- All of the Order’s resources were arganized into
provinces with a Knight Commander in charge.

- Ower tima, the Templars rlad over ten provinces
Thaere wera threa in the Middle East, Jerusalem,
Antioch and Tripoli. There were abio seven
provinces in Evrope, Fromce, Britain, Poitou,
Aragon, Portugal, Hungary and Apulia.

- There waos a chance to join the Order for o short
period of time, although all reles shovld be fol-
lowad.

- Women ware not allowed in the Order and con-
sorfing in any way with women waos forbidden.

- They were not allowed to enter cities, fowns or
castles in a 5 km. radius from their headquarters
Older knights were not allowed to retain their
military equipment; they had to give it oway to
other brothers. IN return, o decile horse was
given to them so they could spend their time tak-
ing care of the animal.

Templar architecture was functional and awsiers,
much ke the order’s 2plril
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1. - The arms, shiald: and tactics of Crusaders and the
Templars evolved greatly during the twe centuries af
Fronkish oceupation. Christians ond Muslims  influ-
enced and leamt from sach other.

Mas! of the nesthern Eurspean knights ware chain mail
as bady armeur. Chain mail was construeted of thou-
sands of metal rings, each heoked together 1o anather
Faur rings.

Originally, chain mail coals were very long, o3 they
reached to below the wearer's knees. With the passing
of time, they became shorter, eventually reaching half-
wary obove the knees, and were warn over a leather or

cloth shirt. Later, this shint became cushioned cotten
eloth 1o beter protect the bady from the metal

The majority of the sergeants and poorer warriors hod
no sleaves ta the chain mail. Most, in focl, wore a
shorksleeved shirt that left their forearms unprotectad.
With time, the arms loo became totally covered. Even
the legs eventually became covered with metal wedges
that were hied arcsund the back of the leg with laces.
The chain mail surcoat was cemplimanted with o cop
that waos secured to the head by means leather straps.
Dwring subsegquent evolulions, the head, too, become
tatally coverad leaving only apenings for the eyes.

Most of the knights wore a cushioned leather or eloth
cap on their heads 1o pratect the skull from the metal of

the chain mail cap.

The vast majority of the knights carmed a simple metal
halmet, with a band around the rim. Somsatimes, the
halmel was constructed from a number of metal sheels.
Helmets, tos, evolved 1o the paint where they coverad
the whole head, leaving just 8 small epening for the
e,

2. - Between tha Xl and XN centuries, a kile-shaped
shield was used by mounted roops. It was designed he
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protect the left Hank from shoulder 1o feet. The
infantry were squipped with lighter shields, rounded
or flat ot the base o ollow them to be set on the
ground.

The shield also evalved over lime, becoming smaller
and lighter, specially the ones used by the cavalry, to
allow the herseman te see over. In the beginning, the
shield was decorated with the knight's arnaments, bt
during the Xl cantury, heraldie colours were added.
The Templar rules proscribed any form of decoration
an the armeur, spurs, or on arms in general, pulting
a stop to tradifional, ostentatious military disploys.
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T\e Templar war scanario did not just take ploce
in the Middle East. Chrisfianity also had ancth-
er Crusade ogainst lslam, on the |berian
Peninsulo, and the warrior menks could fight there
without resigning their vows.

Their bravery and effectiveness in combat was evi-
dent from the start. So much so that monarchs
entrusted their costles and fortresses to them on the
borders of kslam.

Donations b}' n:q,'|:|| and noble houses godt I:ligg-ar in
terms of land, castles, rents and ane fifth of all con-
quaered land. The Christian territory in Spain
became dofted with castfles and Templar tracts.

The Templars success story spowned a school of fol-
lowers in Spain, including the Calotrava and
Sonfiogo Crders. When the Templars were occused
of heresy ond were dissolved, many o Brother
received assistance from these orders.

Templors received a warm welcome in Spain and
Portugal. The conditions of war in Spoin made it an
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slona fo make swicldal cavalry charges against
Musiim armies much greater n numbers.

idyllic scenaric for these monks to develop their
Order.

Templars monks perticipated in the Mallorca con-
quest and, in consequence, received 20 percent of
tha terriiory and o cosfle near Polma.

Donation flooded in to the Templars from waricus
Royal houses and this cannot just be altributed fo
thair devation or admiration for the Soldiers of
Christ. Templars were an invaluable torce for con-
quering territories and were very close to being o
stonding army. Kings were very interested in having
them on their territaries and the Templars, in retumn,
guinm:i in power each time 1'|'uE|1.r ['nught and won o
batfle or subdved o costle.

The Templar Crder tock part in most of the bottles in
Syria, Palestine, Egypt. Each time, the scle objechive
was to defend the conguered termitory.

At the same time, they often entered into allionces
with their Muslim opponents; a sifuochon that waos

Ewven though they have & tremandaus Musiim pres-

sure, Franc kmights got fime fo fight among each
athear

looked down vpon b}' their cu—m|igimi5.hi whao, at
times, called these deals treasonous.

These policies of alliances with Muslims powers was
not well thought of in the Christian World, espacial-
by the one with the sect of assassins of Hassan ibn
Sabah, “the old man of the mounfain®. Eventually, it
all went far in consclidating the “black legend” of
the Templors as an order of heretics. In foct, the
French King, Philip the Fair, would lofer use these
arguments, among others, to proscribe the Ordar.
As menticned, Templars participoted in numercus
batiles. Te gain an idea of the extent of their com-
mitment, 13 Knight Masters out of a tofal of 23 were
killed in battle.

As an anecdote, one should mention the siege of
Ascalen, o Fatimite cify in the middle of the Frankish
POESESSIONS.

After many |:|+:|1.r5 af siege, the Crusoders mmfuu!y
created o breoch in the wall with their war
machines. Williom of Tyre, the Crusader chronicler,
who did not think highly of the various Orders,

wrote, “Barnard de Tremelay, the Temple’s Great
Master, advanced with his men and p||:|-|:&|:| himsealf
just af the breach so no one could enter they did. He
did this fo gain more phender. 40 Templors entered
through the wall, while the remainder guarded the
brench thus preventing any ather Crusoder to follow
tham_ The Turks were astonished to see this. All the
Templars were shain, olong with their Knight Master
that day.”

From this, it con be deduced that fear was not part
of the Templar Brothers make up, nor did the appre-
bation of other Crusaders bother them. B seems
absurd 1o think that an experienced Knight Master
like Tremelay, could think that he could subdue the
city with a mere 40 knights. The situation can be
viewed in a diferent and more logical way.

When the wall was breached, the Templars, as was
useal, were in the van. 'I'!lm:,' enterad the fortification,
with the p|ur1dE|r in mind, ond were followed b}' the
Crusaders. Tremelay prevented the Crusaders from
entering the city as he felt that the disorganized
Crusaders would not efectively be able to subdue
the city. The Grand Master and his band then fought
thair wWay tarward until ﬂ'ua}' entered o small square
and found themselves surrounded by Turks..... and
were all killed.

There are many obscure and ambivalent steries like
this in the Templar history, and each contributed to

its eventual ruin.
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Detall of a frezco from the fempilar
Cressac chapel
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