Fantred.

dlready a Leutnamt {lieutenant],
Manfred was posted to Militsch (now
Milicz; Poland].

When the war bagan in the Summear
of 1914, Manfred von Fichthofen
was 2F years old and stationed om
Germany's eastern border, but was
soon’. transferred to the west.
Manfred's cavalry regiment, the
'Uhlanen-Regt; Kaiser Alexander M.
Von Russland fwestpreussisches) N
1%, was attached to the infaniry, for
whom Manfred conducted recon-
naissance patrols when the Germans
entered Belgium and France:
However, when Germany's advance
was halted oukside Paris and both
sides dug in, there wera faw
requirements for cavalry already
dogmed o extinction in @ new era
presided over by machines. Indead,
cavalrymen could do little in the
trenches and Manfred was trans-
farred to the Signal Corps where he
laid telephone wires and delivered
dispatches.
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Disliking life close to the trenches, Richthofen looked
for a more meaningful occopation. At this time, he
really didnt know which plangs fought tor Germany
and which ones fought for the Allies. Howewver, he did
know that it was the aircraft, not the cavalrny, that now
carried out the reconnaissance missions. Yet, becom-
ing a pilot took months of training, probably longer
than tha war would last: %o instead of flight school,
Richthofen requested to be transferred to the Air
Service to become an observer. In May 1915,
Richthofen travelled to Cologne to undertake the
observer training program at the No. 7 Air
Replacement Station.

Although Richthofen didn't have to fly the airplane, he
still had to go up in them.

‘At seven o'clock the next morning, | was to fiy for the
first time as am observer. Naturally, | was very excited,
because | could not imagine what it would be like.
Everyone | asked teld me something different. The
night betore, | had gone to bed earlier than usual to be
fresh for the great moment next morning. We drove to
the airfield and | sat in an airplane for the first tima.
The blast of wind from the propeller disturbed me
greatly. It was impossible to make myself heard by the
pilot. Everything flew away from me. If | took a piece of
paper out, it disappeared. My flying helmet slipped off,
my muffler loosenad too much, and my jacket was not
buttoned securely - in short, | was miserable. Before |
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knew what was happening, the pilot got
the emgine up to full speed and the
machine began rolling, faster and
faster. | hung on franticalby. Then
the shaking stopped and we
were in the air. The ground
slipped away beneath us'.
Richthofen was not really up to
reguiraments during this first
flight, losing his sense of location
3 and thus being unable to give the
Tha ,“,-, hadge; o pilot - Cdirections.  cHowewer,
one of the few military . despondency not being part of
,:::,:,",::' ::idM':é, Richthofen's make-up, he con-
Rulllted the required ] tinyed to study and learn. He
fearnt how to map read, how to drop bombs, locate
enemy positions or to draw diagrams while flying.
In due time, Richtholen was ready to act as an' obsend-
er. His first assignment was on the Eastern Front to
report enamy troop movements. After several months
of flying as an observar in the East, Manfrad was
ordered to report to the 'Mail Pigeon Detachment';, the
code name for a new, secref umit intended to bomb
England.
Richthofen's first air combat took place on September
1, 1915 He flew with Leutnant Georg Zeumer as pilot,
and: met an enemy aircraft in tha air for the first time.
Richthofen was armed with just a rifle {a commaon
practice in those early daysl and, although it can be
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Period podtdard depacling the Garman ace Max tmeelmann (1390-00 161 He vwas the et combad pilod (o ke awarded the Coder of Pogr Le Merile,
hence the mickname: Blue Max .
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A weew of she plane s undersades. Moie the
weathering and the dirt effects made with diluted
ail painky

Special attention must also be given
to the wheels as, although thay are

apparently quite simple, will greatlhy
detract from the owverall finish if not
painted correctly. They were painted
with shadows and highlights and
then further weathered with some

tiny streaks of oils. The radial struc-
ture beneath the white cower can
also be suggested with strokes of
diluted burnt umber and brown.
The laminated propeller was made
from two different woods. To repra-
sant this realistically, the whole part
was first painted in the lighter
shade. The darker shade was then
brush painted following the pattern
shown in contempory photos. A
decal with the manufacturer's logo
and technical specitications are
supplied with the: kit

Oncea all the small sub=assemblies
have been glued on, the only ale-
ment negdad ta tinish the maodel are
the dacals. As stated, we used sten-
cils'made from the decals that
wierg supplied with the kit
However, tha . same can be
achieved if the decals supplied
with the kit are used. Bafore
applying the dacals, first gloss
varnish the area where the

The nadoer s base colowr. Hignlight ireabment. Shadoweng ireabment.

Plan ng ke rr..i.ﬂ.l-:: orithe fuselage befora p.:lril:lnq the natcaial
marsige.

A Final view of the completed natanal markings. Hoke |'-'_|q:' the "Cromd
Fates i siill wisdhle wnder the later dessgn.

Tweo wiews of the Fokker
showeng 1he small cetails
and weatharing.

An interrmediabe stage of palming the rodder Aluminiem Dase colour for the cosding.
usirmeg the same procedure as chat psed on
the fuselnge, Mote the masking and (he Fril
coat of dark grey on the cross.
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Shadowing prociEss on the oovwling.
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Thee rear wiew of von Richrhofen's Fo It wat 31 10hp Oherurse, b, '::' '“::i:'”:'"g S "_""IT" of A '";' refikiTies] D
ZATE. This engine vwas. in fack, 3¢ he¥rerch Le Rone rodary engine, bt b Bkl e e L S L e e
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Var Bichehofen's Fakker B contro! calumn,
Mot the b triggers marked L' and "B 06 Ticidsg the

"
L 8/ 15 machins guns.

Dw.is main OaALEQES 03 madern replica.

RPs Indicator

Fuel gauqe

A0k graphecs cowstedy ol Grilf Wasan ! Fraont wiew

1:32 scale - ;
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