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The Spanish Civill War. 1930 - 1939

The Anarchist revelt of Caras Viglas

| Cadin]) an lanuarg 11%, 1933,
mshed 1n @ BlasdBaif and war (e fesi
In a series af emnis el would fore
ohe resignation of Marusd Araia.

Samjerla, as gorernor of Melllia, &ad Baen
ihe responsile for (e mecesful bending of
Alfiucemas in 1927 . Nicénamed ol tigra
dal Eif [Rifs Haer), he was (he mosd
[fempms milliany man In Spain. [z Azl
LO3 L, widle In command af the Gmardia
Cretl, e tald Kimg Alfonss XINI chat &
coulia’t couni pm il fary unils ie sEppor
the Manarchy. In due time, 1t woeid lad
iz bl Bomarch’s abdication.

The Eavalulion of 1934

| Citaber 5-10, 1934) wor a revoluidanan
and imswreer tiomsl movemomt daving (he
tuer-wrar radical cedista peniod of (he
Secomd Spanlsk Republic, pdited agaies
ok cansiliu v
gavrrmmead and demarrabc lgalty.

The plizto deplcts some of (fe revolatiomists
v Barceloma's sireets.
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The Sanjurjada and later evenis at Casas Viejas —which foroed Azafia to resign -
leaw= the gowernment damaged. Alejandm Lemouxn, new chief of the swecutive,
opts to dissohe Parizment and corwene new sledions, whidh take place in
Movember 933 At these sledions —in which the women of Spain would wote for
the Eirst time — right wing parties grouped in the CECA (Spanish Confederation of
Autonomous Right] are represented, and they obtain 71% of the seats. The
Socialist Party, he=aded by the radical Lago Caball=ro and the Anarchists, do not

aocept the result and prepare to fight it by onganizing armed militias.

The Twe-Tear Eadical-CEDA Period and the October Revoluton (1933-1934)
Despite being the first padiamentary political force, the CEDA i= unabile to form
a gowernment die to the opposition of the l=ft. Lerroux, the l=ader of the
Radical Patty, forms a government of the centre, with the padiamentary support
of the right. In the simmer of 1934, the gowsrnment continues ko weaken,
accosted by a savage strik= of day-labour=rs and by the confliccs with the
Catalan and Basgque naticnalist movements. The new centre-right government,
formed the 3% of Ootober, assigns thres ministers of the CEDA&. This is consid-
=red a provocation by the executives. of the PSCOE and the UGT, who spot the
opportunity bo convenes the revolutiohary general stribe that had been in the
making for some time.
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Un the 4°, faced with the viclent attitude of the miners, the gosemment declares
a state of war in Asturias. Om the 5% the revolutionaries try to storm the
Presidertial Palacs in Madrid, but are restrained two hours later. In the Basque
Country, the revolutionaries oocupy the mining and industrial arsas, which they
keep under their control wntil the 13*, the Ammy having to inbermene to suppress
the rebellion. In Andalusiz and Extremadura, the revolution is not supported by
the day-labourers, who are sxhausted by the strib=s of the past months. In
Barcelona during the night of October &-T, the Govemment of the Generalitad,
presided over by leader of ERC [Republican Left of Catalonia) Liuis Companys,
proclaims the creation of the Exfet Cofola, (The Catalonian State]. This provokes
extending the state of war to the whale of Spain. The Amy, commanded by
General Domingo Batet, quickly take=s conteod of the situation and the Catalonian
autonomy is susp=ndad by the government.

In comtrast to the events in the rest of Spain, in Asturizs the CNT supports the
genesal strike, which tumes into an ope=n revolution. [n conjundcbion with UGT and
the Astutizn Socialist Federation, the anarchists creats the labour alliance UHP
{Praletarian Brothers Unite], which other working class crganisations would also
join, such a= the Labkour Farmers Blodk, Communist Left, and the PCE.

In {rviedi, the Asturian miners, armed and well organised, prodaim the Asturian
Socialist Bepublic and attack the Crdl Guard stations, as well as churches and
other official buildings. Ten days later, the avto-nominated Red Army already num-
bers around 30,000 workers, who commit all marmer of outrage wherever they find
any resistance. The government, surprised by the magnitude of the revclt, reacts
vigorously and transports troops of the Lepiin and the Begular Army from Morocoo,
togetherwith units from the Bilbao, Ferrol, Leon, and Lugo gamisons. These latter
troops, under the joint command of General Eduando Loper Ochoa and coordinat-
ed from the High Command in Madrid by Generals Manue] Goded and Francisoo
Franico, deploy in these columms toward the principal rebel bas=s. On the 158% of
COctober, with Cwiedo liberated, President of the Miners Fedemtion Bedamino
Tomas orders a cease fire and negotiates the sumender.

The Electiors of 1936 and the Popular Front
The October Rewolution represented a lethal blow to the Bepublic Mot only had it
cai=ed a thousand deaths and =normous destruction, it also shcouraged the pref-
erence of armed irstrrection to the results of the ballot bax. Following the ool-
laps= of the Radical Party o= a result of the black mark=t scandal, the radicalisa-
tion of the political atmosphere and the refusal of President Alcald-Zamonm to
appairt CED&s lose Maria Gil Robles as head of gowernment made imminent the
call for a general eledtion.

In line with ather swents in the rest of Eunope, the right and the =, following
current trends, strive to present individual el=ction platforms. Gil Robles tries to
form a Mational Front, to which Carlists and Monarchists adbered, but not the

1t & estiveagad chal In 15 days

of mevolution, beoween 1,500 and 2,000
prrsons died (Arosghout Spaie. O (hat
nmmiber, 320 were guardias ciwiles,
widiees, guardias de asalbo,

amd carafierers,

o= weil ar prieste. 1 15 el (fowpht fhat
Eetwarn 15,000 and 30,000 persoes
vt in te mrreiullon

were amestad and [udged.

The resalulion weas especialiy farsh i
Hstwrias. In clls Image, members of ihe
Guardia Chall arrest Rirvnluiio nisés.

Mol Azana Diar

Spanlsh ol Boims and wniee;
appainiad dilef of 1he Spamish govermmmt
[1931-1933, 1034], amd Presiient of (ke
Seromd Spanlsh Republc | 1036 1030].
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El Campesing [The Pexsant)
Valentin Gormdle
A miner and militent i the Spanish
Communist Party. During Civil War he

commanded the fifth reqimert and later the
22 Diwisidin 45°. He ook part in the battles

of Guadalajura, Brurstz, and Belchite,
A legerd was forged arownd fis name despite
e fact that mary accused hine of brutaliy
with his commmnd and with prizoners, to the
point thar some of Ris superiors Branded Rim

as a courard and Eraggart.

Errigie LEter was ane of the best
Republican laaders in the Spanich Civil
War. His 5 regiment was a neodel for
erganrisation compared to the rest of the
militias. [n the image, Lister is on the gk,

beside political commissar Santizgo Alvares.
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The tecrganisation of the Republican Army begins with Sccialist Francisco
Largo Caballero's accession to government leadership. Socn after his appoint-
ment, he reforms the Upper Council of War and tirelessly works to re-establish
order in the War Ministry and the high command. He also militarises the mili-
tias, subjects them to the Military Code of Justice, and provides the new Army
with uniforms, insignia, and a compulsory salute as external examples of dis-
cipline. Likewize, he forbids the use of names to designate the units, and inte-
grates them into the new mixed brigades. On the 27 of October, the prototype
of the organic template for the battalion of militias is published, consisting of
four companies of rifles and one of machine guns. In the new Popular Army of
the Repukblic, the professional military men whe had remained loyal to the gov-
ernment and to the leaders originating in the militias — Enrique Lister |, Juan
Modesto, and E! Campesino [The Peasant) Valentfn Gonzdlez — are integrated
into the active ranks of officers and non-commissioned officers.

The Republican High Command and Central Staff

On Cctober &, 1936, a Comizanado Gemeral de Guerra (War General Committee] is
created to exert social and political control on regulars soldiers, militia men,
and the remaining armed forces of the Republic.

A further decree on October 16 establishes a unigue command owver all
armed forces, which is presided ower by the War Minister [later Defenice
Minister] and is discharged by Largo Caballero, who also doubles as Prime
Minister. The Consejo Superior de Guerra (Supetior War Council] is reformed on
Movembser 9* and is composed of the Ministries of War, Air Force, Mavwy, [ustice,
Civil Works, Agriculture, and State.

The new Central Staff is issued on September 5 and comprises five tradi-
tional sections: Eecruitment and Crganisation, Intelligence. Operaticns,
Services and Supplies, and Mapping. Major Manue] Estrada is appointed in
charge. Most of the officers in charge of the different sections are also majors.
Even though only a few come from the old staff, there were many graduates
and some of them would eventually reach renown in the Republican Army,
such as Segismundo Casado, Antonio Cordén, and Vicente Eojo. The latter —
whaose skills had become evident — would be appointed second Chief of Staff
during the recrganisation made later, on October 20%. Other changes, derived
from the input of civil advisors, are then intreduced to facilitate the organisa-
tion of the Army and the absorption of the militias. The Central Staff would
work “not as an executive branch of the Command but as a consultive and
auziliary corps of who wields it; that is the superior chief.” This peculiar asser-
tion seemed to be aimed at assuring the anti-military faction that the EMC

The Confronting Armies

[Estado Mayor Central or Central Staff) would not direct the war face away from
the government.

The Brigadas Mixtas [Mixed Brigades)

Once the new militarisation process begins, the “mized brigade” is adopted as
the basic large unit. The origin of this brigade is still a matter of debate. Some
scholars think it derives from the traditional columns raised at the time of the
Moroccan campaigns, while others suggest that it was introduced by Sowiet
advisors. With all probabdlity, the Russian advizors and the PCE [Spanish
Communist Party), or even the Superior War Council, worked behind the
scenes to push & biased staff to adopt the mixed brigade as a unit able to
absorb the militias.

The structure of the mized brigades would change over the course of the war,
bt it was the most practical model forthe annexation of the militia battalions.
Initially, a mized brigade comprised four infantry battalions of five companies
each [four of rifles and one of machine gins), and a mortar platoon. To these,
a saries of units from other branches of service were added, such as a cavalry
company, four batteries of light artillery of 75 mm and 105 mm guns, a sapper
company, and a signal corps unit. Complementary services included an ammu-
nitich colimn, service corps, and health and other secondary troops, totalling
150 officars and 3,700 men.

n Cctober 18, 1926, the order for the creation of the first six mixed brigades
[and two additional international brigades| is issued under the command of:
Enrique Lister {17], lesds Martinez de Aragdn (2%), losé Mara Galdn [39).
Arturo Arellano (4%, Fernande Sabio {5°), and Miguel Gallo [6™). By the spring
of 1937, the first 50 brigades had been organized in the central area, while the
51% to 82* inclusive were taking shape in Levant and Andalusia with the
recruitment of reservists. In May of the same year, they totalled up to 204. The
last of the mized brigades would be raised toward the end of 1938, in Calella
[Barcelona), with numbser 246,

Alcald de Henares, Ciudad Real, Albacets, Alcoy, Villena, and Murcia were
selected as training centres by the Estede Mayoer Certral (Central Staff).
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Left: Troops form Mixed Brigades.

Above: Delivering the flag
to the 3 1 Mixed Brigade.

Buadge from the signal wmiis.

There was one of these wmits

for sach Mixed Brigads.

Left:
Soldiers form the 150* Mived Brigade.

Beliw:
Troopes form the Mixed Brigades.
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ami @ sifver version [right).

Wor Thoma with a group of afficers.

Somdersstab S/BE [Staff], comprising the staff mirplanes, liaison, and transport
planes, including the Fiessler Fi-156A the Messerschmitt Bf-108, the
Klemm EI 32a XIV and the [unkers W 34,
[Fighter group), originating prior to the cre
including five squadrons of such pla
] ] 7 A-0, the N
, [, and E}, and the H=inkal He-112
h:m_::.*gru_r.'pr ¥K/BE (Bomber group), deploying up to four 'quadr- ns with
planes such as the Junke m, the Heinkel 111, the Junkers 8TA & B, the
Dormisr 17, and the Junkers 860-1.
Test Bomber GroupVB.BR [Diving bombers), with planes such as the
Henschel Hs 123, the Domier 17, the Junkers JU-86 D-1, and the Heinkel He-
111.
Aufkldrungsgruppe A/B8 [Reconnaissance Squadron), with patrols of airplanes
such as the Dornier 17, the Heinkel 1264, the Fleinkel 594, the Heinkel 46C-
1, and the Heinksl TO.
Aufelirung Seas Gruppe AS/E2 [Twin engine sea-plane squadron), with
Dext page: =5 such as. the Amado AR-95, the Heinksl He-60, and the Heinkel He-59.
A Legion Cardor member sporting the 7 n, with Junkers Iu 53
Spanizh campaign decoration. gil g an anti-aircraft !I'tl”l-'n comprising seven batteries; four
heavy I:-atb.-_-rlv.-_-= with B& mm Flak IE guns, and thres light batteries with 20
Fammer mm Eheinmatall Borsig ST5 guns.
. & field artillery group.
Luftnachrichten-Abteilung LN/AR, a signal unit comprised of a radic compa-
e company, an air communications company, and another
mpany for signalling and related activities.
pre Imker, a field unit with the Panzergruppe Drofre of Oberstleutnant Von
Thoma, including two Panzer Kw | tank battalions with three companies
each, as well as signal and repairment units.
i, BN ammunition group.
B/E&. military Police and traffic control wnits.
Lufizeuggruppe wrnd Lufipark P/EE, a maintenance unit dealing with spare parts
for tanks, guns, and airplanes.
Samitdts-Abteilung SAMN/EE, a health unit.

The Legidn Cdndor paid a heavy price during the 20 battles it fought in Spain,
restlting in 1 sualties and 96 fighters lost. On the other hand, the Legidn
accounted for 206 Republican planes killed [235 of them while aloft). The
Legidn Cénder's first ace was Adolf Calland, who Flew more than three hindred
missions in his Me 109, but there were other outstanding pilots, =
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