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Theey are seen as a smadl wilse mround a housand people) guided by
A biloodbirsiy godd thal promised them ghory, wandening aimdessly i a
vadley' where oiher culiures Howrished and he comiields that fed fhe
cities were abindant arnad the lowns prosperous. Their cooel characies
ermanaling rom being orced i base hemselves in provisional areas
like 1the Chapubepec rest and o conduct themselves as mercenar-
s, an aclivily hal suited them well, meant hat they were unaversally
shanmed. However, 1he iiDe was ambitiows; s Gl Daad promased
thern shindng glory. Mol coilenl with their s1alus as mercenaries under
the povwer of others, e Mexicas congpired 1o inpaove el posiion
by means of A political mariage. This praclice Was very Coamiman
evervwhere e waorld, paniculasly between the Ermpean sonar-
chies. Therslone, hey asked ihe Chief of Culbieacan, of Tolleo e ade
whose name was Achitomel], for the hand of his daoghier for iher
Crod, Huitzilipochili. The farher could ot ioresee the iragic end for his
daughier. Pullilling their word, the Mexicas olfered e young gifl 1o
thexir Gawdl. They sacrificed her an his
allar and, once skinned, the pries, 1o
impress the Divine, wore the masd-
en's skin, To escape 1he swrath ol

Achitomeet], 1he ke were [orced 1o

flee and place ihemsebves umder the

ke i il the  Chiel il
AgCapoiEAlCD . Their new masiers, 10
whorm ey had 10 pay homage and
Lribite, gave them a homee on &
desern islamd in the middle of Lake
lexcoon. L wias an indhospdlable place
thad seemesd mwwe an exile han &
haorme Eval, around 1325, 1he Mexicas

fomined their promased land Dechuse

uwpon a prickly pear ihey Ssaw an
cagle with & serpend in its beak. i
whs e Rign prophesied by
Hubzilipochil
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The Asfocs

THE FOUNDATION OF TENOCHTITLAN

Fhe Azcatitlan manuSaripl show's these (irst Mexicas in cahnoes, lish-
ing with rods or mels surrounded Dy rushes and agquatic birds. Theeir
neighbours knew' them as Atlaca Cluchémera, he lacusirine savades
I all, hey were premy povery sincken wWhen they needed weood amd
Slones b buaild HulEipochilis Grs) sanciaary, (e irs) $eps o the
future Tenochlitlan they had o go and gel hemn fiom e urban ribes
living an the banks of the ke in exchange [or Gsh, agquatic knds and
ardmals. Limle-boyditle, ihey mcreased their smadl setlement through an
ingenious sysitem of mar-made islands. These wiere a Wpe of enor-
mous ovalkshaped wicker Daskels, anchored s e Bodtom ol the shal-
vy lake and filked with eanh o act a5 receplacles suitalde (or Sowing
Thus, Mexico-Tenochinlan was being born theough [orced manaal
ITRIRINT

The small barren island, inbabived Dy oa primdive  people, wenl
Ihrough & process of change influenced by ihe surrounding culiures
wilh f sirong Toltec inherance. Around 1427 AD., Tersschititlan ed
ecome & consolidated city that viewed their neighbsours on eoual
lermns. The Thiloard {sovereizng lzacoall, suppored or ralher nspired
by 118 prime minister, cihiacoal Tiacaelel, decided 1o shake ol the
repression milicred by ihe ecpaneca Lormds of Azcapolizaloo. To do so
he proposed an allianee with the other lakeside citbes, This was ihe ori-
gin ol 1he Triple Alliance, which ook control of the region and marked
e eginning of whal continues o be known as the Azlec Empire. The
Triple Alliance was composed of e cities of Temnochiitlan, Texcoco
and Thscopan. The lamer of these was e most modest ol he three
aned was, in realiy, liode nvore than a Mexican colomny on he lakeshorne
Thie supremaey’ ol e wio IS ciles was Ghvicus By e agreemdnd of
dhsiribtion of war Booty and 1axes irom olber villages. Two (ilhs were
lor the Mexica capital, Tenochiplan, o or Texcoco and one o
TMacopan. o e amivad of e Spaniands, Teoochiilan was e

urmpiestonable leading city of the alliance
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Fhe Conguest af Mexica

ARMAMENT

The basic armament of e Mexican warriaor (1} oy
sisted of a round shield, ofdmealli (25, macde of wood or
cane and covensd with leathers or fabeics painted il
e colours of 1he clan, armd & macoeiotiodnl wooden clulb
3. This was the mosl elfeclive weapon as i owas
enciusled with sharpened obsidian blades.  The
Mexican warrbors looked wpon il as their most danger-
s weagan, Dul il proved inefecive against Spanish
armrraut. The wiad axe (41 was also maade of wood wiilh a
sharpened ob=idian blade

The Do, of Heaidiofl (5], was a Tollec weapon used

b e Aziecs, b il was ool as accurale or as rabasg

as the Europedan Dows

e arhml ihrow'er (G could propect arrows il (7 or
javelins (lacedicl) (4}

Aowreapon that caused most damage 1o he Spaniands
wias Ihe sliege 195 thatl came from the malaltzincas of the
Toduca valley, The hali-wikd chinamaecs from e e
laing of Ckecacha used anoes with Slone points (10§

As armor of bosdy protection ey wore ive dJeheapail-
gl p & mreic al quilted cotlon or 8 vest bardened with
bine. The helmels had 6 decorative, presigoas and
distinet unction. They were minde ol wood, exirava-
gantly  decorated withy fealhers, paper or colourid
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The everviday clohes worn by the peasants consisl-
ed of e rocxfal o odncloh amd e maall-punpose
imearli o cloak, which also served as & coverlel
awning of clothing. vYeleran saoldiers wore [ied sieils
with sleeves and rousers (12) thal clearly  disune
guished them roen e others. These swls could b
miulti-coloured, eiher associaled with Lhe wearers clan
ar 1o heir personal 1asie, excepl those ol the MEguas
Enigha (13, These were made Inoem Jaguar skin while
Ihose of Lthe Eagle Knighit | 14) were covered with eagle
leathers.

The banners and (lags {1 5) ha the commanders liecd

10 their backs swiere very impartant in ihe baile, as wel

T Axjucs

as for 1he organizaion and raindng of he armies
[hese were made of cane because of is ighl weight
and werne decorated withe maulii-coloured feathers, jew-
els and gold., Documentation shows thal the MeXicas
were very imaginative when designing 1he banners
Figures of differen binds, especially bdrds of prey, para-
Aals and feathered fans were used. I appears hal any
design was valid a5 long as 11 was bright, clearly disin-
grpishalde and mulli-codoured. I accordance with the
alorementoned regulations, §f showld be understood
that only those whic were distinguishied Tor mililary
meril used he anners and adormiments. The nagypio-

praate use ol such lems was severely punished
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Lgmry,

he Canguesf
. What use was the leel now hat they had o goinlancd? i ey
conuered, more boals would arrive. Howesver, il ihey failed, ihey
wioild be oo far inland for the ships o e ol amy use . Ine ackdition, Dy
redleasing the ship's crew of the care al the naos, they could count on
eElra iroops or he coming Batile
As o ine, " e condclunded, T ol e Paere clll s cdtaide ar easr orse
PR QUORnparles me Thaese oo, o el nor edish o shore
e alediwiers of ouir gliwiows challernage, gor de fe noine of Gaoel, Thene 65
awae |Afepe et rake i drsed rerare o Cuiar. Thewe, o wenld Der afale o el
e N o efeserned yor oorarenieler o RS corigwrdons an
terdr weand! e refunerd Jowrefed wenithh thee Il o e AZlecs.” A smngle shoal

rose (rom e camp To Mexico, o Megico

En ROUTE TO TENOCHTITLAM

e force thal departed for the Mexican capital on the 16 ol
Augusl 15149 consisted of four humndeed Spaniards on fool, Gileen cav-
alry and seven pieces of anillery. There was also one housand three
hundred Toronac warriors amd all supponed by a thousamnd Tamanes
o porters. A small contingent ol iroops remained al Villa Rica e
veracruz under the command of the Bailiil, fuan de Escalanie

Linke by linke, the colwmm el behind ihe (il ooaseal plain and head-
ed o e moudaing and ascended the Mexican cenral plateau. A
et dava indo the irek, they armived al the ciy of Tlalaulitepec, where
ey were Ziven 8 warm weloome

Cores, with his cusiomary 2eal, and nol very diplomatically, wished
o imrmedianely. conver the Iindians. He had already [orced e
Tononacs of Cempoala o smeash heir idods and ke up the Cross
CorEs wanied 1o repeal this n e new' city, bl the prodent imierven-
N o Tather Cdimedo saved the Spaniards. The priest explaimed hal
1o force he ndigenous people 0 accepl e Cross was 1o assure Ll
ey woldd humiliate im 65 soor as his back was jumed. He asked
1he commander 1o contam his religious Zeal and swail for & more -
lious meoment. Cores agreed. The [aulless reasoning of the fatker
prevailed over the mniolerant passion of he military man

It was necessary W cominue the parmey’ and, afler seeking advice
[rodm hics Bndian fienads, Condés decided o o through Tlaxcala, a small
country ihat, despite being siluated al he doors ol the e
remained fiercely imdepemien. The Spaniand howghl (har i would e
ol Denelit i have thiem as riends, so he senl an amibassador ahead

and hiemded for the Tlaxcalled counlry

TLAXCALA
The ambsassadors thal were sent o Tlaxcala didd nol retarm. Sl
oS condinued hds advance wntil coniremed by & codossal Slone

wianll Surmounding the erritory. They crossed il and entered the land ol

Tlaxcala

SCUTTLING JHE SHIPS
Wit the afesiredetion of e Shgas, eeforrsiieg W Cof woes irpossiile. So

Cowdes oed his imen, e aosly Peogee cos e succeend ol Ty ndssaan
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