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Virions af Glory! By Richard 8. Headley, 1992, Courtesy of Custer Batilefield Museum, Garryouen. Montana,
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G A Custer: The Man

G. A. Custer: The Man

G r%fn’ Cuuster, dressed in a dashing sust
'R

uckskin, is prominent everywhere...

Mitting 1o .:z;-mr fro, in bis quick eager way, raking in

everything connected with his command,... with the
keen, incisive ?ﬂ:f}f}}#ﬁ? which be is so well known,
The General is full of perfect veadiness for a fray with
the hostile red devils” So was the Lit"‘il:.l'lpﬂﬂl"l E:r:, Mark
Kellogg in his first eolumn for the Bismarck Tribune
on May 17, 1876,

Elizabeth Custer remembered her husband as
o il ]ﬂkﬂﬂ that would have fixed attention anywhere.
He had a marked a'hlzf!'!.rfﬂ'u.szfr'.r} ﬂf.:ppt’:n‘.r:rm’f. .. HOT
the least out of place on the frontier. He wore troop
boots reaching to bis knees, bucksbein breeches  fringed
ori the sides, a davk navy blue shivt with a broad .fm!%v I,
and a red neckiie whase eneds Toated over bis shoulder

tt‘rrf.taf}' a5 E#_re:}' didd when be and bis enrive division qf

cavalry had worn them during the war. He was at this
time thirty-five years of age, we;ff.rf.ﬂ' ane hundred and
seventy pounds, and was nearly six feet in height. His
eyes were clear blue and fi’rfp{} set; bis hair, short,
wavy, and golden in tint. His mustache was long and
tawny in color; bis complexion was flovid, except where

.

-

his forehead was shaded é-_;r his.. broad felr hat, that
was almost a sombrevo... for the sun always burned bis
skin vuthlessly.

He was the mast agile, active man I ever knew,
Haorse and man seemed one when the geneval vaulred
into the saddle. . Yet every nevve was alert and like
ﬁm'.l:'].l I.E'.I':I'JPE?'-Fﬂr steed, fﬁr EE muscles and sinews that
seemed so pliable were equal to the curbing of the most
ﬁﬂ}' animal.”’

These descriptions might sooner have been
ascribed ro Errol Flynn the dashing actor of the cine-
ma who bruught to life on screen the advenrures of
G. A. Custer in "They Died With Their Boots On.”
For many he e itomized the “Boy General” in swash-
E:ruLL]mb ﬂamEu}anLL Srtudents of Custeriana often
claim this flm was their introduction to the story
and lifelong interest in the Bartle of the Litle Big
Horn. If there had nor been such a man in real life,
Hollywood would have invented him.

"Custers ,.".'uf was not the face of a s.&uug&.ﬂf’fﬁ,
rmpnﬂwﬁmm Wrote Annie Gibson Roberes, i was
the somewhat worn, but eager countenance of a man
wha .ﬁmf_ﬁrfﬂf ftfr::'ﬂmr!mf.‘r:}r mp.::.——:.ubn"mai i vﬂnfﬁ
his eyes penctrating, his broad, massive brow was the
brote of a thinker-not one who would rush into danger

simply for the glory of it.

Erval Flynn as G, A, Custer in his exceptional
povirgial for Hirmer Brod

"They Disd With Their Boote On” 1940,
Cosertesy of foba Langellier




(. A. Custer go the Little Big Horn

Suwdge and Elizaberh O Bacon.
Payette Collection Monyoe Evening News,

Judge Daniel S. Bacon was as interested as anyone
to hear fresh reports from the front and often had
conversations with the celebrity caprain. His reputa-
tion as a ladies” man soon developed; Fannie Fifield
numbered herself amongst his conquests and boasted
as much to the Judge’ dg;':ugh:er_

Frequenting some of the drinking establishments
was a favorite past time for soldiers on leave, and
Armstrong Custer was never one to do things half
measure. On one of his sporting sprees he stayed alie-
tle longer than he should have. Quire inebriared, he
soon realized the most difficule time navigaring
home to his sister’s house. Falling down he became
sick in front of the Bacon house while the Judge and
Libbie observed him from a front window. This
wasn't good for his repuration or his furure relation-
ships with the Bacons. Sister Ann met him at the
front door and with the “Good Book” ushered him
into the patlor for some instruction. Although from
that day on he never touched a drop of aleohol for
the rest of his life, this single indiscretion proved o
be the biggest hurdle ro overcome as he attempred to
impress Judge Bacon and win the hand of his only

daugheer.

Crsver dr MoCleflan wich Lincoln. Custer is ap exereme vight of the photo.
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Civil War: Glorious War

Auide ai a4 dasbing caprain.

Meanwhile, Pope's defear ar Second Bull Run saw
the reinstatement of General MeClellan o
Command.

Within a month the Army of the Poromac
en%)aged the Confederate Army under General
Robert E. Lee in whar was to become the bloodiest
day of the war. Twenty-Three Hundred Union
troops lay dead on the field near Antietam Creek. It
was said a person could walk the entire battlefield
from one side to the other on the bodies of soldiers
without having to touch the ground.

Ten days afrer the batdde McClellan wrote the
President: "This Army is not now in condition o
underiake another campaign nov bring on another
battle.” One out of every four men who had marched
into bartle were dead, wounded or missing,

Once again President Lincoln insisted if he was-
n't going to use the Army of the Potomace to let
Lincoln borrow it; finally relieving MeClellan and
eventually replacing him with General "Fighting
Joe™ Hooker. Little more than a flash in the pan,
Hooker is best remembered for his camp followers
christened "Hooker's Women."

While on leave to Monroe in November of 1862,
Armstrong received a formal invitarion te a party
held ar the Boyd Academy where Libbie had gradu-
ated the June before as Valedictorian of her class.

Conway Noble, had :nu.mp hantly won the honor
of escorting Libbie that evening but somehow had

botched the whole affair and looked ro his old

Libbies Graduation Phore. June 1362

school chum ro bail him our. Guest of Honor,
recently promoted Armstrong Custer replete in his
Caprains uniform approached Libbie for the intro-
duction and was amazed ar the beauty of Monroe's
F-n.’l:l.'iﬂt sweetheart.

T understand your promotions have been quite
mpm’-’ Became her first declaration.

"Tve been most fortunate.” Was his reply and most
tortunate was the situation for him, duly smicten his

“Custer’s Luck” would come into extreme play and

all his talents would be drawn upon ro win this fair
lady’s hand.™

Remembrance of Autie’s drinking spree provoked
Judge Bacon to forbid contace between the young
couple. Custer not to be unhorsed showed up ar
numerous occasions even positioning himself strate-
gically in the best pew of the Presbyterian Church
the one thar best observed Libbie during the worship
service.

Through a mutual friend Annette Humphrey the
couple began a flirting courtship thar respected the
Judge’s admonition but danﬂemusl} fueled the
flames of a storybook romance.”

So madly in ‘love was he with Libbie Bacon; that
even his military sash proclaimed his affection,
embroidered with her inidals "L, C. B." which he
told evcr}-nne stood for “Ll%flt Cavalry Brigade.” -

n his rerurn to the frone ﬂrms:mng learned
M::'Cllmlm had once again been relieved of command
and he now reverted to the rank of first lieutenant.
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distributed to posts and forts across the counery, the
Seventh was now being called rogether for the first
time since the iment’s creation. Two companies
of the 7° Cavalry arrived at Fort Abraham Lincoln
on May 3, and went into camp, they were soon
joined by all the Cavalry and the Infantry assigned to
the La.mpalgn who shook out their tentage. It had
rained on and off through May15, and that had con-
tributed vo cheir delay in order to dry out the canvas.
While on Post the tents were ser up in rows with
company streets, on campaign these same soldiers

d LEJ.‘U-‘W up their half shelters upon arrival into
LEI'I!'l].': in any hap-hazard fashion. Usually the Troop
thar was pm_ked and ready first wou d take the

advance and lead out the regiment.”

Crusters buckobine nmdonbiedly ave one of b
wmast significans rademarks ana sybalic af bis
deep fdentiffoation with the western way of Uife.
The facker and panis in the widale <ane ai the
swnlirera and gassler- are failful veplicas of
ohe aiel qoorn by the (Feneral ar she Lirede Sig
Hearsi. The _,raf.'h'r et faifpred dccovding fo peri-
ol phatoyraphs and veports while the pants,
smadde o b acied soinh rall viding boors, ave an
exatet repifc of @ serviving speciaes. Clister was
snatieedd atnel syvipped of all biv beleigings when
o afier the barsle and none of thewe gar-
sments bave since emerped. This buckskin would

arpually be similay to the firsr one Chster bad
catloved in 1869; probably by Saddler Sevgeant
Jevemiial Fiuley, who wuty Btoe produced alio
ol sexovsel andd swervivdng oviginal jaoket on the
vight. A foerth buokskin ot veported fo bave
betonped o (EAC sold o Ebay dn 2005, (hce

G A, Custer to the Litele Big Hoen

Anxious and unable to sleep Armstrong sar u
reading from a novel and underlined the passage: *7
have faith in my own fortunes, and I believe I shall con-
.?uar in the end.” It was the last book he would read,

rom a three-valume ser "Her Dearest Foe" The
author’s last name was Alexander.

All ar once, Libbie was jolred awake, having had a
nightmare she deseribed as a Cheyenne Brave hold-
ing a bloody blond scalp aloft. She reached over and
ran her Ftnbers I:I'er.:.ﬁtl Armstrong’s closely shorn
locks. Now if she could only convinee him not to
wander too far ahead of the column.

Ar 4:00 AM on May 17, both she and Aurie, were
brought wide awake by the sound of reveille. A 5:00
AM "General” was sounded and the tents were

owned by Colenel Riymend Fietzen the slaba-

Hm_':p beaded coat miay hauve beer sewn ﬁl_;r Helen
Soos Lewis, the half-Blackfoor wife of Robert
Jackson one of Coasters Scosts duving the 1876
Campaign. Chaly thwee of these fackers ave vecovd-
e i they appear in shis spread; all of them
spavring fringes and military buitons. The one
anl the fegff is alvo an origina piece aftheugh wat
dppearing S any knswon period phoforrap,
Llalike the orhers —bork bnckaking- thiy one was
miaele from cowhide. It bas been suggeited that
Caester, befng of supevstirioss sueinre, wesl bave
dikea dovining ofd bucksbing in compaign rather
thin gewly mesde ones fo prevent Dbad fuck

Mo rw:rb:.ramimg a simple dersand for sone
comefons wonld seem a more veasonalle expling-

tion, eipecially when consideving the fong and
exhansning rider sueally preceding any batle
aduring the fndien merr...
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Tor the Little Big Hom and Glory

Boston Custer

Mark Keflogg, Reporeer for the Bismarck Tribune.

weird and melancholy singing, this kept up as the
column swung past Laundress Row. The laundresses
were tending to their sheets and white shires hanging

brought down and gear packed. By 7:00 AM all were
in saddle and the procession was Lead&d toward the

fort, The Scours led off the command with cheir

Custer’s Revolver Found
at Little Big Hom?

F369 Trater Bull Doy wiich bamner and other pares ave wnfor-
duanattely missing o that the fiving pin mank camnor be esved.

Tiw Cresters Enplish pistols ave insovibea ou the fvory grips and
i this guen muts ever 5o inscribed, it wonld alio bave been on the
dvery. Note that the pun & quite nicely enpraved fn very fine
English serodl wwonk.

When My dplan firse acguived the gun fe was offerved quise @ bis
of meomey for it bt ai to shiv day, be i nov prepared o sell i
According with a former Superintendent of the Custer Barrle Fiela
it what fimte, df they cver fonndd a fead buller from a 450 Enplich
pistal, they wondd fry so match it wp fo dhis pus. The ballet wosdd
My fiwn Aplan has been an avid coffecorsdealer for over 70 years e wntiquee a5 w0 would the vifling in shis g, A5 they Bave anly
anvel fras orenedd sany Crester artifiects, includng the fomows (866 mesal detected a omall povtion of the battlefiefa a5 to thiv date, i
Wincherter aavisne thar marched a cartvidpe foned on the barele- vy be some tinge, if ever befire they find a buller
il sendd sald for seveval Dusdved thowsand doflars. He is afso the

encier of B vevalver thar was sold reveral years ago ro a scrap iven
detler in Nebraska by some Stowx Dndans frome the Pine Ridype
fndian Reservavion in Sourh Dakora. My Aplan beard abour ir
aned clased it dowess aind borghe the piece, fully awarve of the stary
and wondering whbere the fndiens would bave porsen suab a2 gun,

Caosrtesy of
M Lawes Aplan.

Thaet it cowld be the Caster’ gun i somenodat open to specilation
fier shere s n dosebe that it war a fine piece in it day. ft is o Modsl
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